NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2016
What is a Parish Council?

A Parish Council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of the people in the parish.  It is the level of government that is closest to the community, with the local authority (East Riding of Yorkshire Council) above it in the hierarchy.  As it is the Authority closest to the people, Parish Councils are usually the first place people will go with concerns or ideas and for this reason they are a vital part of any community.

What powers do the Parish Councils have?

The Parish Council carries out many roles – from consultation on planning issues, managing the allotments, coordinating community events, improving the image of Cottingham, management of flower trees and planters, installation and management of the  Millennium Clock and management of the CCTV system in the village to name but a few.  Although Parish Councils have limited powers to make decisions, they have the ability to negotiate with and influence other organisations that do make the decisions, for example ERYC, Police, Water Authority.  The Parish Council can give the community a voice.
How is the Parish Council Funded?

The Parish Council is funded by the residents of Cottingham.  This is collected on our behalf by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council, along with your council tax and is called a Precept.  
How are vacancies filled on the Parish Council?

Councillor’s Term of Office on the Parish Council is for four years and they are elected by the electors of Cottingham. It is important to note that Councillors are not paid for the duties that they carry out on behalf of the Parish Council, but are residents of the Parish who are dedicated and committed to supporting and improving our village.  

If a Councillor vacancy becomes available within this four year Term of Office, then there are two methods of recruitment.  The first method is for expressions of interest to be obtained from any resident of Cottingham and submitted to the Parish Council Office.  The candidates are then interviewed and the most suitable candidate appointed.  This process of election means that the Parish Council does not incur any expenditure.  The second option is followed when ten electorates write to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council and request made that an election takes place.  When this is requested the Parish Council plays no part in the election process of the new Councillor.  This explains why, during the recent election that took place in the Croxby Ward, the Parish Council could not offer any information regarding the candidates that were standing, nor assist with the election process.  The Parish Council obviously incurs a cost when this process is followed as the East Riding of Yorkshire Council charge the Parish Council for their administration.

How often do Cottingham Parish Council meet?
The Full Parish Council meets every third Thursday in the month, except August and December at 7.30pm and they are held in the Parish Council Office.  These meetings are open to the members of the public and you are welcome to attend.  The Agenda for meetings, along with any other Parish Council meetings, are posted in Cottingham Library and Customer Services.  A copy is also put on our website for your information. (www.cottinghamparishcouncil.org.uk).
The Parish Council also holds other meetings, e.g. Finance and Asset Management, Allotments, Cottingham Day, Planning and copies of all the Agendas and Minutes are disturbed in the same manner as the Full Parish Council meetings.
Who are our Parish Councillors?

	NAME
	COMMITTEE/GROUP
	NAME
	COMMITTEE/GROUP

	Ann ABEL

30 Oakdene

Cottingham  

HU16 5AT

Tel: 875489

	CHAIRMAN

Allotments
Cottingham Day Committee
CCTV Group
Councils Against Car Parking Charges

Cottingham Food Festival
	Ros JUMP

4 Etton Close

Cottingham

HU16 5LN

Tel:  842272
	Allotments
Grievance 
Cottingham Day Committee

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Drainage
CCTV Group
Councils Against Car Parking Charges

KGV Friends Group

Humber Estuary Mngmt Pshp

Darby & Joan Building Trust

Cottingham & District Traders Assoc

	Kevin CASSON

6 Northgate

Cottingham 

HU16 4HH

Tel: 849674


	Allotments
Personnel 
Emergency Plan

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Drainage
KGV Cottingham Community Trust
	Win KNIGHT

12 Rydal Grove

Cottingham  

HU16 5NH

Tel: 841844


	Grievance
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Gp
Drainage
Cottingham in Bloom Group

WWI Project
YCCRP Rep

ERNLLCA Rep
Haltemprice Flood Action Gp

	Mike HARNESS

48 George Street
Cottingham
HU16 5QP

Tel: 01482 842138


	DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

Allotments

Personnel

Cottingham Day Committee

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Drainage

Emergency Plan

Councils against Car Parking Charges

WWI Project

Cottingham Farmer’s Market Project
	Douglas McLAREN

5 Green Lane

Cottingham

HU16 5JJ

Tel:  875189
	Grievance

Emergency Plan

Councils Against Car Parking Charges

	Don HARDWICK

‘Swallow Croft’

Park Lane

Cottingham  

HU16 5RX

Tel:  847929
	Allotments
Personnel
Drainage

Councils Against Car Parking Charges
WWI Project
	Paul NICKERSON
92 Millhouse Woods Lane

Cottingham

HU16 4HB

Tel: 01482 866120
	Co-opted Member following elections in May 2015

	Harold KAY

The Limes

43 George Street

Cottingham

HU16 5QP


	Co-opted Member following elections in November 2015
	Alan WRIGHT

George Place 

George Street 

Cottingham HU16 5QR 

Tel: 848323 

	Cottingham Day Committee

Drainage
CCTV Group
Emergency Plan 
Council Against Car Parking Charges

Cottingham Wild Spaces

ERNLLCA Rep
Cottingham Food Festival

Cottingham Farmer’s Market Project

	 Sam KIND

16 Hoylake Close

Cottingham

HU16 4QP

Tel: 847813
	Personnel 

Cottingham Day Committee

Emergency Plan

Councils Against Car Parking Charges
	Jo SIMS
Clerk to the Council

Tel:  847623
Tina WHITE

Deputy Clerk 

Tel:847623
	


How do I contact the Parish Councillors?
Should you wish to speak to a Parish Councillor, contact details are displayed above, in the noticeboards around the village or on our website(ww.cottinghamparishcouncil.org.uk).  Alternatively, you can ring the Parish Council office on 01482 847623.  Our offices are open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 11.00am to 3.00pm
Current projects that the Parish Council are involved in:-

· Memorial Gardens
We are currently negotiating with the East Riding of Yorkshire Council to take ownership of the Memorial Gardens in Cottingham from 1 April 2016. The land for the Memorial Gardens was donated to the people of Cottingham via the Cottingham Urban District Council in 1919.  On the demise of the CUDC ownership then passed to the Haltemprice District Council and then to Beverley Borough Council and finally to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council.  It will therefore be appropriate that these gardens will, once again, be owned and looked after the people of Cottingham.
· Neighbourhood Plan
We are very proud that our Parish Council is one of the first Parish Councils to introduce a Neighbourhood Plan.  This followed an extensive consultation process with all our residents.  The plan has been submitted to the Inspector and we are waiting approval.  This will give the Parish Council more influence in any building work, planning applications within the village and gives an indication of what the residents of Cottingham would like the village to look like.

· Pedestrianisation of Hallgate
A working party which includes two of our Councillors are working with other parties to look at the demand and feasibility of pedestrianising part or all of Hallgate.  This is in its early stages with the initial views of traders being sought.
· High Street Funding
We have been successful in securing £5000 funding for improving our High Street and one of our Councillors is liaising with traders to improve their shop frontage for a 50% contribution.  This will have a positive impact for all our residents and visitors to the village.

· Drainage Working Group
Since the flooding in 2007/2008, Parish Councillors have worked hard to highlight the issues of flooding in the village and seek improvements to the drainage and becks that surround the village.  Regular meetings have taken place with Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency to discuss these issues in detail and ensuring that there are clear plans in place to improve the drainage system around the village.  Positive steps have been taken with the installation of the Eppleworth Road Attenuation Scheme which will assist with the sewer which runs North to South, along Snuff Mill Lane.  
The Environment Agency are also waiting for confirmation of funding for the Cottingham Orchard Park Flood Attenuation Scheme Road Attenuation Scheme which will hopefully have a positive impact on the village. We continue to liaise with parties concerned to request certification to residents that were flooding that the flooding has been addressed and see if this can have a positive impact upon their insurance premiums.
This valuable work with Yorkshire Water and the Environment Agency continues to ensure that Cottingham continues to be high on the Agenda and solutions continue to be sought. 
· Cottingham Day – 2 July 2016

Preparations are just beginning for our annual Cottingham Day which will be held on Saturday 2 July 2016.  This event is very popular with residents and visitors but takes a considerable amount of time and effort to organise.  If you would like to be part of this fun community event, then please contact the Parish Council Office to register your support.  All offers of help will be gratefully received.

· Police Presence in Cottingham
Following a meeting with Cllr Matthew Groves, Police Crime and Commissioner, the Parish Council have been informed that Cottingham will be allocated another PSCO to the village in the New Year. The presence of Police in the village has been greatly missed by residents and shop keepers alike so this is a positive step to a safer village.

Working with the Community

The Parish Council will continue to work hard on behalf of the residents of Cottingham and therefore if you have any concerns or issues that would like to discuss further, please call into the Parish Council Office or contact one of our Councillors.  
